
YORK

March 28, 2014

UNIVERSITE

UNIVERSITY Dear VP Hache and AVPPhilipps,

Thank you very much for forwarding the External Reviewers'Report to us.York Institute for

Research and Innovation

In Sustainabillty (IRIS) ^^ ^''^ grateful to the reviewers for taking the time to conduct the external review of IRIS. We
appreciate their interest, enthusiasm and attention to the work of IRIS and the Senate review

349 YORK LANES process. We are cognizant of the fact that the reviewers are leaders in their respective scholarly4700 KEELE ST. -',:.,,
fields.
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T416 736 2100 The IRIS Executive Committee was very pleased with the insightful and thorough analysis that was
EXT 33631 provided in the review. We agree with many of their conclusions, including:
F 416 736 5837 •      "...we are of the view that IRIS has successfully carved out for itself a distinct role that is not
insmfoigyorku ca likely to be undertaken by other units at York ... [and] has shown a unique ability to extendwww.iris.yorku.ca . .... , .        .     ,      , . ,     , .   „Its community to include most other university faculties, and other units

J •      "IRIS has identified in its Mission statement that sustainabillty is an'intolerably complex
problem'. Complexity, in this context, refers to both the uncertain scientific terrain that
sustainabillty research areas often encounter, as well as the complex social and policy
environment in which sustainabillty issues must be addressed. This, correctly in our view,
leads IRIS to emphasize the importance of interdiscipiinarity for sustainabillty research. As a
research domain, sustainabillty tends to be oriented towards addressing multi-dimensional
problems that are not easily, or usefully, reduced to fit within disciplinary boundaries. As a
consequence, it is not uncommon to see major sustainability-oriented research projects
engage researchers across multiple disciplines, including projects and programs that bridge
natural sciences with the social sciences and humanities."

• "Given the barriers to effective interdisciplinary research, the ability of IRIS to facilitate a
number of significant interdisciplinary projects is an important accomplishment, but one that
is difficult to measure by standard metrics."

• "The ORU guidelines identify the creation of a "synergistic hub for convergent programmatic
activities" as a principal expectation. Here IRIS can clearly be seen to be fulfilling this role
within the University. It is identified widely on campus as the "go to" institution for
researchers interested in sustainabillty."

• "IRIS-affiliated researchers have demonstrated considerable success over the Charter term
in generating research funding and producing high quality and impactful research outputs."

• "IRIS has a fairly large reach among faculty, students and affiliated scholars on the York
Campus. It has been tremendously successful in attracting members from across disciplines
and in creating conditions that have facilitated unique collaboration." ,

• "It is also evident that IRIS has created a strong and very genuine sense of community that is
centred on a shared commitment to facilitating social change towards a more sustainabillty
world." i

• "The campus sustainabillty survey is a valuable form of research, both in the knowledge It
produces to guide university sustainabillty policy and in the research opportunities it
provides to students." ,   .
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